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By Dot Gwozdziewicz
James Plummer has been involved with 
Rutgers from his work-study days with 
Dean Fred Clark in 1971 to his graduation 
in 1973, culminating with his retirement 
as Dean of Students, University College, 
Newark, in 1999.  Let me share with you 
the work experience and happy ending of a 
career that started at Rutgers 28 years ago.  
James Plummer is a Rutgers retiree, like 
many of us.  Jim began his employment 
as a Financial Aid Counselor at Rutgers 
College, then EOF Counselor, Assistant 
Director and Supervising Counselor 
EOF at Rutgers.  In 1979 Jim was Assis-
tant Dean, in 1986 Associate University 
Administration – EOF (Central Adminis-
tration), then Assistant Dean and Director, 
EOF, Livingston College.  Jim then became 
Associate Dean and Director, Academic 
Foundation Center in Newark, and ended 
his illustrious career at Rutgers University 
in 1999 as Dean of Students at University 
College in Newark.  
While working and commuting to his job 
in the Spring of 1999, he noticed many 
men in the Newark area just hanging 

around or walking the streets.  Jim had one 
of those enlightening moments we o!en 
get – an idea and a future plan for his life 
a!er retirement.  At that time, Jim decided 
he would work with inner-city youth to 
provide them with additional training 
to get jobs.  He wanted to work with the 
population that he felt needed help the 
most, so he took a year o" to learn more 
about young people and teaching and then 
sought to get a job with a problem popu-
lation.  Jim began working for three years 
for the Essex County Educational Services 
Commission, consisting of students that 
have been expelled from school for vari-
ous reasons.  A!er that, Jim began working 
with students in the Essex County Youth 
Detention Center.  His work has been 
successful and rewarding.  He was named 
Teacher of the Year at one school, and in 
2008 at the NJ Juvenile Justice Conference 
Committee, the state supervising body 
of incarcerated youth, he was named one 
of their Teachers of the Year in N.J., a!er 
working with more than 250 boys and 40 
girls during the year.  In 2012, Jim retired 
from teaching full time and now visits and 
mentors “sentenced” young men in cor-

rectional facilities on a bi-weekly schedule.
Jim was inducted (along with four others) 
into the Rutgers African American Alum-
ni Alliance HALL OF FAME on October 
25, 2014 for his Rutgers and community 
work.
O!en we think of things we would like to 
do but to actually take a year to plan and 
then implement your plans, realizing a 
goal in retirement, is commendable.  Yes, 
one person’s retirement can make a di"er-
ence in the life of many.  
We can all make a di"erence in di"erent 
ways.  We might not have the dedication 
and energy and ability to in#uence hun-
dreds as Jim has done, but we can make 
a di"erence in the life of many in many 
di"erent ways.  We can help a friend or 
neighbor who is having a tough time and 
needs a smile and a bit of encouragement, 
and we can continue to be pleasant to the 
people we meet and associate with on a 
daily basis.  $ank you, Dean James Plum-
mer, for the wonderful work you have 
done for Rutgers University and in your 
life a!er working at Rutgers.  $e world is 
a better place because of you.

Spotlight On Silver Knights Member:  JAMES PLUMMER

(Continued from next page 1)   

Dr. McCormick’s story at Rutgers began 
with him being a faculty child, he then 
became a History Professor teaching in 
the same department in which his father 
taught, then he became a Dean and a!er 
ten years away from Rutgers, returned 
as its nineteenth President. Much of 
his book deals with his 10 years as the 
University President from 2002-2012. 
He speci%cally talked about TUE, the 
2005 Trans%guration of Undergradu-
ate Education report and the eventual 
implementation of most of the report’s 
suggestions. Not an easy task to sell 
and then implement. He spoke of the 
increase of federal grants during his ten 
year tenure as President and also of the 
decrease in state funding during these 
years. He stated that in his %rst year as 
President (2002), the state appropriated 

$436 million to Rutgers. In his last year 
(2012), the appropriation was down to 
$429 million. $e appropriations went 
up and down during his ten year tenure, 
but when taking into account the declin-
ing value of the dollar, the real worth of 
the state appropriations fell by approxi-
mately 25%. He also spoke about the 
Athletics Department moving from the 
Big East to the Big 10 Conference.
During a question and answer period, Dr. 
McCormick was asked for what he want-
ed to be remembered? He said that he 
wanted his legacy to be for three things:

1.  His constant focus on undergradu-
ate education

2.  !e UMDNJ absorption back to 
Rutgers (even though the actual date 
was a"er his retirement, he worked 
tirelessly to achieve that goal).

3. Athletics moving into the Big 10
What did he regret? Allowing Athletics 
to have too much free reign during his 
tenure.

A!er the lecture and question and an-
swer period, Dr. McCormick joined 
the group in the Retired Faculty and 
Sta" Center for a reception where he 
autographed purchased books. $ree 
lucky attendees won ra&es for a free 
book. $e book was printed by Rutgers 
University Press and can be purchased 
through them. If you would like to be 
kept abreast of future programs spon-
sored by the Rutgers Retired Faculty and 
Sta" Association, please make sure that 
you include a current email address on 
the dues membership form included in 
this Herald.
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You are invited to attend the Silver Knights Spring Luncheon which will be held on !ursday, May 14, 2015 at 12:00 
noon in Neilson Dining Hall on the Douglass-Cook Campus, New Brunswick. Fill out this form and return it by May 
8, 2015 so that we may plan for the number attending.

Make checks payable to 
Silver Knights and mail to:
SILVER KNIGHTS
Rutgers Sta! Retirees Association
Rutgers University Human Resources
57 U.S. Highway 1
New Brunswick, NJ 08901

Enclosed is my check for ______________ for _____ tickets at $138.00 each. 
      Sorry no refunds.

RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL’S SPRING SHOW AND LUNCHEON – APRIL 29, 2015

$e Silver Knights o"ers a Spectacular Day Trip to New York City on Wednesday, April 29, 2015 featuring Radio 
City Music Hall’s New Show “New York Spring Spectacular” starring the Rockettes. $e trip includes round trip 
transportation by motor coach and a complete Family-Style Lunch at Carmine’s Restaurant. $e total cost of the trip 
(which includes tax and gratuity) is $138.00. Bring a relative or friend. !e motor coach will depart from ASB II, 
57 U.S.Highway 1, New Brunswick (next to Sears) at 8:45 a.m. and will return at approximately 4:30 p.m.

ACT NOW! Note that reservations will be honored on a %rst-come/%rst-served basis. Please complete this form and return 
it by April 22, 2015. If you have questions, call Mary Ruesho" @ 732-329-3779 or Sally Kitzi @ 908-295-8947.        

Make checks payable to 
Silver Knights and mail to:
SILVER KNIGHTS 
Attention: Mary Ruesho!
Rutgers Sta! Retirees Association
Rutgers University Human Resources
57 U.S. Highway 1
New Brunswick, NJ 08901  

PLEASE PRINT:

Name _______________________________________________________________ 

Address _____________________________________________________________ 

City_____________________________ State ____________ Zip Code __________

E-Mail:______________________________ Telephone: _______________________ 

I have enclosed my check or money order for $20.00. Sorry no refunds.

I have enclosed $10.00 for active membership in the Silver Knights, entitling me to participate in all activities 
and events and to receive all future mailings and newsletters.

PLEASE PRINT:

Name _______________________________________________________________ 

Address _____________________________________________________________ 

City_____________________________ State ____________ Zip Code __________

E-Mail:______________________________ Telephone: _______________________ 

Rutgers Silver Knights Newsletter_209991-  3/20/15  11:50 AM  Page 2
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